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Together Forever Pendant
Diamonds in White Gold

716-297-2210 | firthjewelers.com
2435 Military Road, NF, NY, 14304 USA

Holiday Price $475 Each

Suggested Retail: $625 Each

HERSCHELL CARROUSEL
FACTORY MUSEUM

LOOKING FOR FUN EXPERIENCES AND UNIQUE GIFTS THIS  
HOLIDAY SEASON! SHOP LOCAL WITH HCFM

FREE SHIPPING
WITH ONLINE

ORDERS OVER 
$150.00

716.693.1885
WWW.CARROUSELMUSEUM.ORG

180 THOMPSON ST.
N. TONAWANDA, NY

10AM-6PM

Old Editions
BOOKSHOP AND GALLERY
Old Editions
BOOKSHOP AND GALLERY

Holiday Special
Now thru December 24

Buy 4 items get the 
lowest priced item FREE

No limit. Expires 12/24/23

Classic Rare Books

Presidential Signatures    
 & other Dignitaries

Classic Rare Books

Presidential Signatures    
 & other Dignitaries

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
INDIVIDUAL $75/YEAR  

FAMILY $125/YEAR 
(parents & dependent children; or grandparents & grandchildren)  

LIFETIME $1,000 
(payable over five years)

SEE WEB FOR DETAILS 
www.oldfortniagara.org 

OPEN 24 HOURS
Locally Owned and Operated

2727 Military Rd, NF

Bundled Carwash Booklets 
Buy 5 books get 1 free 

Buy 10 books get 3 free

Good for any of our washes

OPOP

B
BB

BB

G

Great  
Gift 

Ideas

Home of the  
NO-TOUCH WASH

Keep your car  

clean & safe this 

winter season

Mango

Scented Soap 

for December

GREAT FUN GAMES FOR 
YOUR REC ROOM!

WWW.RECWNY.COM
575 River Road

North Tonawanda

716-692-1234
Mon-Thurs 9am-6pm

Fri - 9am-5pm
Sat 10am-5pm

Sun Closed

PINGPONG AIR HOCKEY

VIDEO GAMES

FOOSBALL

DECORATOR POOL TABLES ELECTRONIC
DARTBOARDS

$2999
FROM

$99
FROM

$399
FROM $499

FROM

$999
FROM

STORE CHARGE 
180 DAYS SAME

 AS CASH

HOLIDAY SAVINGS SALEHOLIDAY SAVINGS SALE

$1999
FROM

WICKED 
ICET8580W

INTERACTIVE
#3000

6470 Transit Rd. Depew, NY 
716.833.8401

Ireland’s
  Eye

Diamond 
Paper Clip

Sapphire 
Diamond Ring

for 
   Himfor 

   Her

The 
Original 
Buffalo Tie

II ll d’d’

  Two Iconic Buffalo 
         Businesses Together

Est 1948

Since 1918

Island
 Owned

ussell's
&Purchase a $100 Gif t Certificate to Russell's or Salvatore's Grand Hotel

                 Receive  A $25 Bonus Certificate 
                   Compliments of Russ Salvatore

Side Entrance
444 Center St.

Lewiston
Stop In! 716-345-1581

Fresh Cut-Christmas 
Trees & Wreaths!
~ OPEN DAI LY  ~

h C t Ch i tF h C t Ch i t
Arida Christmas Trees

Several varieties of Firs and Pines
Corner of Payne & Sweeney Streets, NT

 & Anderson’s Custard: Sheridan Dr., Kenmore

Niagara River Rock ENEWTON
Blessing Bracelets MOONGLOW

T. Jazelle

Open Mondays 
Noon-5

till Xmas
Tues - Sat 11-5

Unique Gif t s  & Jewelry Boutique
Chér i AmourChér i Amour
Always the perfect place to shop for that special gift

522 Center Street, Lewiston, NY 716-754-8675522 Center Street, Lewiston, NY 716-754-8675

7310 Niagara Falls Blvd.
(Tops & Target Plaza) Niagara Falls, NY

 (716) 283-6888
www.fujigrillny.com

$5 OFF 
Purchase of $40 

or More Before Tax

$10 OFF 
Purchase of $65 

or More Before Tax
DINE IN ONLY. CANNOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTIONS. 1 COUPON PER TABLE OR PARTY.

$$
OR

Book your holiday parties with LIVE Hibachi Show and Sake time

Delivered by
Door Dash

Japanese Sushi & 
Hibachi Steakhouse

When you buy 
$100 in Gift Cards

Get
Your Next Visit

When you buy 
$50 in Gift Cards

Get $5 OFF
Your Next Visit

$15 OFF

16
Days
Until 

Christmas

Q&A: Katie Leclerc on new Hallmark fi lm, 
how ‘Countdown to Christmas’ brings joy

BEHIND THE SCREENS 
WITH JOSHUA MALONI

Making a pie isn’t easy. 
They say it’s a science but, even 

when the formula seems sound, 
there’s no guarantee the apples will 
stay soft while the crust crisps. 

I mean, if the hot air really is circu-
lating inside the oven, then why is it 
that the bottom always takes longer 
than the top?

Baking is hard work.
But so is acting.
Still, Katie Leclerc doesn’t seem to 

mind either job.
It’s for that reason she took time 

to chat about her new fi lm, “Letters 
to Santa,” even as she had 12 – count 
them 12 – pies to make ahead of Tur-
key Day.

“I go to my sister’s house in Utah 
for Thanksgiving. And my nephew 
insists on a pie for every person 
at Thanksgiving,” Leclerc said in 
a phone interview. “I will be mak-
ing pies – and so many of them. I 
think there’s 12 people at this year’s 
Thanksgiving, so I’m going to be cov-
ered in fl our and sugar and butter. 

“I’m a baker, so I wouldn’t have it 
any other way.”

As Daphne Vasquez on ABC Fam-
ily’s “Switched at Birth,” Leclerc not 
only made a name for herself as an 
actor, but brought deaf culture to the 
forefront of the TV-viewing public. 

Since then, she has carved out a 
place amongst the top made-for-tele-
vision romantic dramedy performers, 
starring in fi lms including “Christmas 
a la Mode” and “Cloudy with a Chance 
of Love.” Leclerc also has diversifi ed 
her on-screen portfolio by taking on 
psychological thrillers including “A 
Bride’s Revenge” and appearing in hit 
series “CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion,” “Community,” “The Big Bang 
Theory” and “NCIS.”

Leclerc recently teamed with the 
Hallmark Channel to make “Letters 
to Santa.” She stars alongside Rafael 
de la Fuente and child actors Taylor 
Pezza and Kellen Raffaelo in a fi lm 
the network describes thusly: “When 
young siblings receive a magic pen 
from Santa that appears to be grant-
ing wishes, they request a Christmas 
gift they want more than anything 
– for their separated parents to re-
unite.”

It was important to take a break 
from pie prep to promote this proj-
ect, Leclerc explained, because Hall-
mark’s “Countdown to Christmas” is 
needed now more than ever.

“Joy comes to mind, honestly. I feel 
like it just brings such a big smile to 
people’s faces,” she said. “A few years 
ago, there used to be a bit of a cheese 
factor, perhaps, and what I have to 
say about that is thank God! Because 
I love the cheese, and I really think it 
makes people joyful. I really think it 
makes people happy. 

“And I think more and more, right 
now, people are embracing that 
sort of joyfulness. I think we need it 
more and more. It’s a place where 
Christmas is not always easy, but it 
is always rewarding. The character 
goes through (something and), hope-
fully, there’s a problem. That’s what 
making stories is; that’s what mak-
ing movies is. So, they have to get 
through it, but you kind of know on 
the other side that peace of mind. And 
while you’re watching it, you’re going 
to feel good; and it’s warm and peace-
ful and joyful.”

“Letters to Santa” is re-airing 
throughout the holiday season on 
Hallmark, and streaming on Peacock.

Leclerc shared more in this edited 
Q&A.

Q: What did you like about this par-
ticular fi lm? What was the appeal to 
you in taking on this role?

Katie Leclerc: This story is about 
two people who are experiencing 
their life. They’re going through real-

life problems. They’re separated, on 
the verge of divorce. They’re trying 
to fi gure it out. But here’s the thing: 
These two characters really want 
to be together, from the very begin-
ning of this movie. It’s not your typi-
cal Hallmark movie where it’s sort 
of like, “Oh, are they going to get 
together or aren’t they going to get 
together?” These characters are to-
gether, they want to be together, and 
just like real life, they have to fi gure 
out how to make that work and how 
to make that happen. 

Sometimes family can be com-
plicated, but the one thing that you 
know, at the end of the day, is that you 
all love each other. So, this particular 
story is relatable in that relationships 
are hard. The mom and the dad want 
to be together, and they just have to 
fi gure out how to make it work.

Q: I know that, for these types of 
fi lms, usually they’re relatively short 
shoots, as far as the number of days. 
So, what is the key to not only fi nding 
your character, but developing chemis-
try – not just with your co-lead, but in 
this case with the kids, as well? What is 
the key to developing and building that 
in such a short period of time?

Katie Leclerc: I think that John 
Stimpson, our director, is brilliant as 
a human being and a person and a 
director. He creates a sense of family 
from the moment that you step on the 
set. 

You had mentioned my co-lead and 
Rafael: I instantly fell in love with Ra-
fael. We met up in Los Angeles before 
going out to Worcester, Massachu-
setts, where we fi lmed, and where 
John Stimpson, our director, is from. 
From the fi rst time I met him, I was 
like, “Ooh, this is going to be just a 
really fun shoot.” And I was really 
looking forward to the experience be-
cause of that, and because of meeting 
Rafael ahead of time. 

And then what happened is we 
were there and we all went to the 
table read. And we all sat down at 
the table read. It’s the fi rst time that 
you’re really hearing the story out 
loud, and you see the kids start to 
perform. And afterward, I looked at 
Rafael – who’s an incredible actor and 
has been part of really great projects 
– and you know when good is good, 
and you know when good is great – 
and I looked at Rafael and I’m like, 
“This is going to be great.” I really 
believe that. 

The performances are outstand-
ing, even for the little kids, and just 
the whole environment – it really felt 
like we gelled together, we bonded to-
gether, right away. 

I think that John is the main reason 
for that. But then I just think that ev-

erybody was so talented, 
and it made it so fun to be 
on screen together, and 
just the off-screen was 
even that much more fun 
on top of all of it. 

We had a really great 
time onset as becoming a 
family. 

Q: I want to go back to 
something that you men-
tioned at the start of our 
interview. You mentioned 
about how these fi lms are a 
source of joy, and certainly 
that’s the case for the audi-
ence. But to create that joy 
takes a lot of work. 

Your job, obviously, is 
awesome. But as much as 
we enjoy your work, it’s re-
ally hard. Can you speak to 
that part of it?

Katie Leclerc: Yeah, 
thank you for the oppor-
tunity to speak about that. 

Oh, my gosh, I think 
you’re right, too, especial-
ly with the strikes. Thank 
goodness they’re over. I 

was worried that I wasn’t going to be 
able to promote our amazing fi lm. 

I think that it is glamorous. I’m 
not going to lie and say that it’s not, 
right? Like, that’s part of the appeal. 
Part of the reason that I love doing it 
so much, and I have so much fun do-
ing it.

It can feel that way. There’s times 
where it feels like, “Man, this is a 
slog.” But, really, for the most part, 
like I don’t want to make it seem that 
way, because I love my job. I love my 
job so much that I’m willing to, you 
know, in the early part of my career, 
not know where my rent money was 
going to come from while I worked 
my coffee shop job. 

I love this business, and I love sto-
rytelling so much that there’s nothing 
else that I could do. 

I thought, when I was growing up, 
I wanted to be in the WNBA. But I 
was too short; like, that’s not going to 
be what it is. So, what else can I do? 
What else do I care so deeply for that 
I’m willing to sacrifi ce time with my 
family, because I’m working on a role, 
or I have to cut back vacation. The 
trope in Hollywood is the fastest way 
to book a roll is to book a fl ight. You 
book a trip and you’re going to get a 
job that makes it so that you’ve got to 
cancel your plans on a whim, because 
you love storytelling that much. 

I’m very grateful that we are back 
to work now. 

I think that the only way that it 
turns out so well if is everybody is 
working that hard on it, right? The 
props look outstanding. The ward-
robe looks incredible. The sound is 
amazing and crisp and clear. And my 
gosh, if I’m not in focus and the cam-
era department isn’t doing their job, 
then what’s the point of any of it? You 
know what I mean? 

My favorite thing about this busi-
ness is that it takes so many people to 
get it right. And you get to be part of a 
small little community along the way. 

I just love it, really. I love doing 
what we get to do. The hours are long 
– and some projects take a little bit of 
your soul with you, but that’s kind of 
the beauty of it, too.

Q: I’m guessing, at 5 feet, 4 inches 
– which is what IMDb has you pegged 
at – that probably in the WNBA you 
wouldn’t have made as much of an 
impact.

Katie Leclerc: (Laughs) The clos-
est I got, my character on “Switched 
at Birth” got to play a whole lot of bas-
ketball, because I told the showrun-
ner that I can play basketball. So, she 
wrote it into the show. So, I got to live 
out a little bit of that star power, bas-
ketball fantasy life.

“Letters to Santa” (Crown Media key art)
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